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tomed to take the direct route from the Ouessant
islands to Cape Sable, which would lessen the dis-
tance, for in this way, from Dieppe to Port Royal,
there would only be about one thousand leagues; but
they are in the habit of going South as far as the
Azores, and from there to the great bank, thence,
according to the winds, to 'strike for Cape Sable, or
Campseaux, or elsewhere. They have told me that
they go by way of the Azores for three reasons: first,
in order to avoid the mnorth sea, which is very
stormy, they say; second, to make use of the south
winds, which usually prevail there; third, to be sure
of their reckonings; for otherwise it is difficult to
take their bearings and arrange their route without
error. But none of these causes affected us, although
we followed this custom. Not the first, for we were
so tossed about by tempests and high seas, that I do
not think we gained much by going north or south,
south or north; nor the second, because often when
we wanted the South, the North wind blew, and vice
versa; and certainly not the third, inasmuch as we
could not even see the Azores, although we went
[15] down as far as 39° 30’. Thus all the calculations
of our leaders were confounded, and we had not yet
reached the Azores of the great bank when some of
them thought we had passed it.*

The great codfish bank is not, as I thought in
France, a kind of sand or mud-bank, appearing above
the surface of the sea; but is a great sub-marine pla-
teau 35, 40 and 45 fathoms deep, and in some places
twenty-five leagues in extent. They call it bank,
because, in coming from the deep sea, it is the first
place where bottom is found with the sounding lead.
Now upon the border of this great bank, for the
space of three or four leagues, the waves are generally



